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NOTE: These guidelines were developed to assist household’s dispose of the more common 
household waste products.  On October 25th from 8 to 10 Noon the Region F Solid Waste 
District and the Sedalia-Pettis County EMA will host a Household Hazardous Waste 
Pickup at the Missouri State Fairgrounds, on the West Campgrounds.

Aerosol Cans (Household type items): Normal items like spray paint, oven cleaner, 
kitchen/bathroom cleaning items can be disposed of in the trash. If possible attempt to use any 
remaining product in the manner specified on the containers instructions. Never burn aerosol 
cans, they explode.

Batteries (Automotive):  It is illegal to dump automotive batteries (this includes boat, 
motorcycle, and lawn mower batteries) in the trash. In Missouri battery retail operators charge a 
“core” charge when you purchase a battery. Keep the receipt and when you return the battery 
you will get your core charge back. If you have batteries to dispose of you may call local battery 
retailers to see if they will take them. There are some scrap dealers that may also pay for them.

Batteries (Household): Over the years many household batteries have dropped mercury and 
other hazardous heavy metals from the manufacturing process.  Because of this all household 
batteries such as AA, AAA, C, D, 9 volt and camera type batteries can be disposed of in the 
trash. Never burn batteries.

Compact Fluorescent Light bulbs (CFL’s): Over the past few years you have most likely 
purchased CFL’s to replace the older style standard light bulbs. With the older style bulbs when 
they burned out, you threw them in the trash. The Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
recommends that you contact local retailers and ask if they have a CFL recycling program. Some 
retailers may have limits on the quantity and size CFL’s they accept.

Annually the City of Sedalia and Pettis County sponsor a Household Hazardous Waste Pickup 
up. The next one is scheduled for October 25th, 2014 from 8:00 AM to 12 Noon at the Missouri 
State Fair Grounds. CFL’s will be accepted at these events.

CFL’s contain about 5 milligrams of mercury, about the size of the period at the end of this 
sentence. This is less than the amount found in conventional fluorescent bulbs. Mercury does still 
pose a hazard and must be handled carefully. 

To dispose of a CFL it is recommended that the bulb be placed in a zipper type plastic bag and 
placed in the trash. Follow this link for information on cleaning up a broken CFL:
http://www.dnr.mo.gov/pubs/pub2273.pdf

Gasoline: Unfortunately are there not many good ways to dispose of gasoline that has gone bad. 
Gasoline should never be used for anything other than its intended purpose. Gasoline has a very 
high explosive property and when used improperly may cause serious injury or death. Gasoline 
may be disposed of at the local Household Hazardous Waste Pickup.

http://www.dnr.mo.gov/pubs/pub2273.pdf


Motor Oils: Motor oil should never be poured down a drain, storm sewer, on the ground and 
thrown in the trash. To dispose of motor oil contact you local motor oil retailer and see if they 
can accept used motor oil for do-it-yourself auto repair.

Paints: The best and easiest to dispose of any paint is to use it. Oil based paints are generally 
good for up to 15 years and latex based paints for 10 years. Ask your neighbors, friends, service 
organizations or local theater groups if they can use the paint. NEVER pour paint down the 
drain, in storm sewers or on the grass. 

Before starting a project, check with your local paint retailer and see what the best paint to use is. 
Latex paints have vastly improved over the past few years and may be a more suitable paint. 

We seem to have a tradition in the US that involves leaving paint cans at your residence for the 
next guy to clean up. Probably the most asked question we receive is “how can I get rid of 
paint”? There are 2 basic types of paint; they both have different disposal instructions.

• Latex or water based paints: The most common form of household paints. Latex or 
water based paints are not considered hazardous and with a couple of simple steps can be 
thrown in the trash. The easiest is to open the paint cans and allow it to dry. You can 
speed this up by placing kitty litter in the can and mixing it. If you have several cans, try 
pouring the contents into a large receptacle and then mixing in the kitty litter. Shredded 
paper will also work. Allow the paint to dry/harden and the paint cans to dry, they can be 
disposed of in the trash.

• Oil Based Paints: These paints typically contain hazardous substances such as mineral 
spirits, toluene, or xylene as a solvent. Oil-based paints are considered hazardous waste. 
The solvent in oil based paints makes it more difficult to dry. If possible use oil-based 
paints as a primer. If you have no use for oil-based paint, the next step is to pour it out a 
little at a time on card board and allow drying. Once dry it can be disposed of in the trash. 

Pharmaceuticals: Please do not flush unused medications down the toilet. In the lobby of the 
Pettis County Sheriff’s Office is a container that you may drop unused prescription medication in 
for disposal.

Sharps (Hypodermic needles, syringes and lancets): Sharps can be placed in a heavy plastic 
container such as a laundry soap bottle. Close the lid and these can be placed in the trash. This 
rule only apply to normal household sharps use. 

Tires: Used tires present a difficult challenge to properly dispose of them. Tires can be quartered 
and then taken to the landfill. The landfill will not accept whole tires. There are tire recyclers in 
the area that will accept tires for a fee.

For more information contact the Sedalia-Pettis County Emergency Management Agency at 660-
826-4800 Ext 1 or e-mail: ema@pettiscomo.com


